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Moſt Excellent MAJESTY: 


T he Humble Repreſentation of the Lords and Commiſſioner s of 
Shires and Burroughs of the Kingdom of Scotland , Under- 
ſubſcribers, and Members of this Current Parkament now 
Adjournedtill the Eighth of ORober next. 


T Othing ſave the great and general Surpriſe of this 
long diftrefſed and at preſent unſettled Kingdom, 
upon the late Adjournment of Your moſt Loyal 
Parliament for ſo long a time, and in ſocritical a 
ſeaſon, with the deep Concern of Your Royal In- 
tercſt therein. could poſhbly have induced us tothis ſo neceſſary 
aPetition. But the viſible Conſternation and Diſcouragement of 
thouſands of Your good Subjefts, delayed in the Reliet'and 
Comfort which at this time they aſſuredly expeRted , with the 
Advantages that We apprehend Your Majeſties Enemies, both 
within and without the Kingdom, may think to reap by ſuch an 
Interruption, being our only Motives, We cannot, We dare 
not be {tlent, And theretere to preyent theſe evil C onſequence, 
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Wein the firſt place moſt ſolemnly Proteſt and Declare, in the 
Preſence of God and Men, Our conſtant and inviolable Fide- 
lity and Adherence to Your Majeſties Royal Title, Right and 
Intereſt, ſo frankly and cheartully recognoſed by Us in this 
Current Parliament, wiſhing and. praying tor nothing more under 
the Sun,than Your long and Proſperous Reign, as that wherein the 
Security af all our Lives and Liberties;and atfootvur Holy Religf» 
en,more dear: to us than bothyis intallibly included. Ic was the Per- 
ſwaſion we had of the Juſtice, as well as theNeceſlity,ot Y our Ma- 
jelties Heroick Undertaking for the Delivery of theſe Kingdoms, 
with the Conviction of the Divine Gonfirmatiorthat appeared in 
its glorious Succeſs; that moyed moſt, if not all of Us, toendea- 
your and concur more heartily in the late Meeting of Eſtates, for 
the Advancement and Eſtabliſhment of your Majeſty upon the 
Thron, when ſome diſcoyered their Diſaftetion, and were too 
open Retarders and Obſtructersof that good Deſign. Anditis 
from the ſame true Aﬀettion and Zeal, that we do now moſt 
heartily makerhe above-mentioned Proteſtation, to obviatall the 
MiſconſtruRtions Your Enemies may makein this juncture. 

Nor are we leſs aſſured of Your Majeſties moſt fincere and pra- 
cious intentions,to pertocm for us to the utmoſt, all that the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom haye either demanded, or repreſented as necel- 
fary and expedient for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, reſtoring 
their Laws and Liberties, and redreſſing of their Grievances, ac- 
cording to your Majeſties Declaration for rhis Kingdom. Neither 
can it be imagined, that ſo wiſe andjuſt a King as Your Majeſty, 
willeverbe perſwaded, that ſo Loyal a Parliament as this, can be 
induced either to wiſh or deſign any prejudice to, or Diminution 
of Your true interelt and Prerogative; butſuch as have ſlaviſhl 
ſerved and flattered Arbitrary Power and Tyranny, will be al- 
ways ſtudying for their own ſiniſter ends, to ſtate aſeparar In- 
tereſt betwixt King and People, a Praftice which we are confi- 
dent Your Majeſty abhors. | 
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But that we may cleare our ſelves upon this preſent occaſionto 
Your Majeſty's full ſatisfaction, and refuting of all Miſrepre- 
ſentations we can incur on any hand, we ſhall briefly rehearſe 
to Your Majeſty, the Votes paſt in this preſent Parliament, 
to which the Royal Aſſent is not given, with ſuch ſhort refle- 
tions, as we hope may tend to the better Vindication of all 
concerned, 
The Firſt A& upon which the Vote of Parliament has paſt 
is that, Declaring the Priviledge of the Eſtates of Parliament 79 
Nomimate and Appoint Committees, as they ſhall thii.k fit; and 
excluding therefrom the Officers of State, unleſs they be cho- 
ſen: And omitting what the Parliament hath already repreſented 
to Your Majeſty as reaſons of their Vote ; it is humbly con- 
ceived, that this Ac is exactly framed to the extent of that 
Grievance , which together with the reſt, is deſired in the 1n- 
ftrument of Government, toberedreſſed unto usin Parliament. 
The Second, was an» Act Abrogating the A of Parliament 
x669. aſſerting the Kings ſupremacy over all Perſons, andin all 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical; and this At is fo exactly conforme tothe 
Second Article of the Abovementioned Grieyances; and the fore- 
ſaid At of Supremacy init ſelf is ſo dangerous to the Proteſtant 
Religion, as well as inconſiſtent with the Eſtabliſhment of any 
Church Govyerament, that we doubt not Your Majeſty will eyer 
approve all that voted to it, | 
The Third, is an aQt anent Per /ons not to be employed in publick 
Truſis ; andall the Ruins and Diſtreſles of this Kingdom, haye 
ſo certainly flow cd trom the Perſons therein noted, eſpecially,ſfuch 
as by their contriving of, and concurring inthe diſpenſing power, 
have thereby eminently indangered our Religion, and overturned 
all the Fences of our liberties and properties ( which we have 
good ground to beleive the Parliament would haye extended but 
to ſew perſons) And Your Majeſty in Your Declaration, have 
ſojuſtly charged the ſame upon evil and wicked Counſellors ( the 
only perſons pointed at inthis Act) that we are perſwaded _ 
ou 
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You will findit abſolutely neceſſary for attaining all the ends of 
Your Majeſty's glori ous undertaking for our Reliet. : 

The fourth, is an A concerning the Nomination of the ord:- 
nary Lords of Seſſion, and the Ele(tron of the Preſident, To wit, 
that in a total yacation they be tryed and admitted or rejected by 
Parliament, and in a particular Vacation they be tryed and admit- 
ted, or rejeRed by the other Lords: And that the Preſident be 
choſen by the Lords themſelves, coniforme to our old —_—_ 
and expreſs Statute. And this A& is ſo agreeable ro Prattick, 
Laws and Ads of Parliament, and ſo neceſſary for the true and 
equal adminiſtration of juſtice (the great ſecurity of all Kingdoms) 
That Your Majeſty witl unqueſtionably approve it, 

The Fifth and laſt is an A&t Ordaining the Pre/byterean Mini- 
fters yer alrve, who were thruſt out fincethe firſt of January166r 
for nor conforming to Prelacy, and not ying with the Courl- 
es of the time, tobe ref7ored. Andthis ACt is in itſelf fojuſt and 
fo conſequential fromthe Claim of Right, and agrecable ro your 
Majeſtics Declaration, thatlefsin common Equity could not be 
done. And here Your Majeſty may be pleaſed ro conſider, That 
tho* Prelacy benow by Law abohſhed, yertheſe few Miniſters 
not exceeding Sixty ( tho” reftored, as they are not, for wantof 
the Royal affentro the forefaid aRt ) would be all the Presbyrerian 
Miniſters legally eſtabliſhed and provicedtor in Scotland. 

Itis not unknown to Your Majeſty what have been the ſad 
Confufions and Diſorders of this diſtrefled Countrey under Pre. 
lacy, and for want of its anciem Presbyterian Government; and 
now the whole #ef?, and many other parts of Scorland, are at 
preſent deſolate and deſtitute, having only Miniſters called by the 
People upon the late Liberry, without any Benefice or Living, or 
convenientplace toPreach in. Ir is alfo certain,that there are many 
Hundreds of forefaulted and fined Perſons who are yet waiting to 
be reſtored and tefounged, according to the Claime of Right, 
and Y our Majeſties gracious IoſtruRtions thereanent, 
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It is true, the laſt Thing propoſed by your Majeſties Commir. 
ſioner in Parliament, was aſupply of Money for Maintenance of 
the Forces ſo neceſſary for our preſent Defence ; and We ſhouſd 
have proven our ſelves ungrateful to Your Majeſty, and falſe to 
our own Intereſt and Security, if We had abſolutely Fuſed it: buc 
there being a ſufficient and certain Fond to maintain allthe Forces, 
and ſupport all other incident*C of the Goyernment for 
ſome Months ; all that we demanded was, That ſome things vi- 
fibly neceſſary for SatisfaQion of theCountry,and the berter enab= ' 
ling and diſpoſing them to pay the ſaid Supply , mightbe firſt ex- 
peded. We are confident that the Vete of Parliament, which was 
only for a ſhort Delay, will not give Your Majeſty the leaſt ground 
of offence, 

And now having preſumed to lay theſe Things before Your 
Majeſty with all humble ſubmiſſion, purely out of Duty tor pre- 
venting the evil ConſtruQtions of Your Majeſties Enemies, and 
for our own juſt Vindication ; We moſt humbly beſeech Your 
Sacred dguny graciouſly to conſider what is here repreſented ; 
and in Proſecution of Your Majeſties Acceptance of the Claim of 
Right, and Your Declaration emitted for this Kingdom, totake 
ſuch Courſesas You in Your Royal wiſdom ſhall think fit, for Paſ. 
ſing the aforeſaid As ot Parliament, and redrefling all our other 
Grievances, And We Your Majeſties moſt humble Petitioners 
and faithtul SubjeQts, ſhall,aSin Duty bound, ever Pray for Your 
long and proſperous Reignover Us. 


